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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-0196
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of Council Member R. Brown
Date of Introduction: March 14, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: PHS, R
Date of Analysis: March 10, 2017
Type of Action: Temporary permit moratorium ordinance
Bill Summary: This bill imposes a temporary moratorium on permitting recreational street closings pursuant to Section 664.401, Ordinance Code, also known as “block parties” within the City. The moratorium will allow the City time to create appropriate local regulations and standards. 
Background Information: It is the intent of the Council to undertake an in-depth review of the City’s current laws governing the permitting of recreational street closings, and to propose comprehensive revisions to Section 664.401, Ordinance Code. Currently, block party petitions are submitted to the Public Works Director’s office. Only one block or partial block is allowed to be closed. A minimum of 5 days is required for the review/approval process. 60 percent of the occupied addresses within the area to be closed must approve the closure by signing the petition.  Petition addresses are checked against GIS records. The applicant also will notate any vacant addresses on the petition if a house is vacant or parcel is undeveloped.  
If the 60 percent approval requirement is met, the package is forwarded to Traffic Engineering with a recommendation to approve. Traffic Engineering signs the package and returns to the Public Works.  An approval memo is prepared and forwarded to the applicant, JSO Special Events office, the appropriate JSO Zone office and JFRD.  If the 60 percent requirement is not met, the applicant is notified of the discrepancy and is permitted to resubmit the form. These are the numbers of block parties for the respective fiscal years: FY ’14 = 137; FY ’15 = 135; FY ’16 = 171.
Pursuant to the Council’s police powers to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the community at large, this moratorium shall remain in effect for ninety (90) days from the effective date of this Ordinance or until such time as repealed by the Council, whichever occurs first.
Policy Impact Area: Moratorium on permits for recreational street closings 
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Hampsey
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